A Problem

One day I had a problem with drinking, that is drinking wine or beer.  I don't mean getting stumbling drunk.  I mean "social drinking"--a glass of wine with dinner, a beer at the end of the day to relax and unwind.  I still loved the Lord and it didn't change my belief in Him.  Really, I didn't even think about it because I knew it was okay.  But one day I started thinking about it before I did it.  I started thinking should I or shouldn't I?  The question seemed to always be on my mind anytime I even considered drinking.  Now, every time I saw that bottle of wine or champagne in the refrigerator, I wondered would I have a glass at dinner or not?  Well, I continued to have that glass at dinner and sometimes a little bit more than that!  I continued to rationalize that it was "okay."

But somehow it still remained a problem for me.  I began the "one day at a time" approach.  You know, I wouldn't say I was going to stop drinking altogether, I would just take it one day at a time.  I felt fine on the days that I didn't drink and I felt fine on the days that I did!  Somehow though, it still remained a problem and the question became should I drink at all?  At the rate I was going, I was getting no where fast.  So I turned to the Lord and prayed about it.  The Lord answered my prayer.  He led me to Philippians 2:14-15, "Do all things without grumbling or questioning, that you may be blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world,..."  I still continued to drink.  I prayed again.  God led me to Ephesians 5:14-20,  “Therefore it is said `Awake O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give you light.”  Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise men but as wise, making the most of the time, because the days are evil.  Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.  And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit, addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with all your heart, always and for everything giving thanks in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God the Father."  Believe it or not, I continued to drink.  I prayed again.  God led me to Romans 13:11-14, "Besides this you know what hour it is, how it is full time now for you to wake from sleep.  For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed; the night is far gone, the day is at hand.  Let us then cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us conduct ourselves becomingly as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy.  But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires."

Have you ever gotten a response from God that you just didn't want to hear?  And so you pretended not to understand because you really didn't want to do what God was telling you to do.  Well, I was as stubborn as the people of Israel in the Old Testament.  I kept praying not because I intended to do what God said but because I wanted God to change His answer.  But God can be stubborn too and He did not change.  Instead, He "broke it down" for me, so that there would be no question about understanding His message.  God led me to Romans 14:15-23, "If your brother is being injured by what you eat, you are no longer walking in love.  Do not let what you eat cause ruin of one for whom Christ died.  So do not let what is good to you be spoken of as evil.  For the Kingdom of God does not mean food and drink but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit; he who thus serves Christ is acceptable to God and approved by men.  Let us then pursue what makes for peace and for mutual up building.  Do not, for the sake of food, destroy the work of God.  Everything is indeed clean, but it is wrong for any one to make others fall by what he eats; it is right not to eat meat or drink wine or do anything that makes your brother stumble.  The faith that you have, keep between yourself and God; happy is he who has no reason to judge himself for what he approves.  But he who has doubts is condemned, if he eats, because he does not act from faith; for whatever does not proceed from faith is sin."

As you probably know by now, this story is not about drinking.  It is about faith and obedience.  God told me to do something but I refused.  He told me over and over again.  And still I refused.  Yet, God didn't punish me or desert me.  God with His faithful love sent me back to the Word each time I refused Him.  And each time I read the Word, God strengthened my faith a little bit more!  He strengthened my faith until I became so strong that I could obey Him.  And I did obey Him!  I no longer have a problem with drinking.  I no longer have a problem with obedience.  And I no longer have a problem with my faith!




...If any one thirst, let him come to me and drink. 

John 7:37  
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