A Revelation

My early adult years were what I call the "lost years."  I was in the world and having fun.  I did everything I wanted to do whenever I wanted to do it!  In college I minored in Religion so that I could argue with my Mom about Christianity!   I recognized God; I mean any fool knew that man didn't make this world or mankind.  But I totally denied Jesus.  One day I was on my way to work, with a frown on my face as usual.  And a lady came up to me and said, "Jesus loves you."  I looked at her with a scowl on my face and rolled my eyes!  I was truly lost! I went on for years doing my own thing.  I didn't believe in life after death so I figured I'd better make the best of this world.  And so I did.  Yet with all the clothes, cars, apartments, money, men, beer, and parties, I still hadn't found what I was looking for!

It wasn't until my early thirties that Jesus opened my eyes!  He came during the night and this is what I wrote the next morning:

Last night God touched my heart and I made the decision to commit myself to Him.  As I was sleeping, I began to have thoughts of Jesus Christ.  I could not sleep, I tossed and I turned.  My heart was filled with joy and happiness, but even more than that!  I was filled with love!  I felt it deep within my heart.  It filled a space in me which had been empty for so long.  Such a feeling of satisfaction, I had never known. No such feeling came from a man, a car, new clothes, or any material possession.  The folly of this world was revealed to me.  And I realized, I had achieved nothing in life.  What are material possessions?  That is what I wanted to possess.  That is not God's work.  I know now that I must submit myself totally to God and do what He wants me to do!  God wants me to share the love in my heart with all of mankind.  God's message is LOVE and to give that LOVE to others.  My heart was so full of love, it wanted to burst.  I wanted to get out of bed and let everyone know what was happening to me!  My mind was bombarded with thoughts of what I should do; how I should begin God's work.  I realized that I had so much work to do.  I wanted to do everything at once!  I cried tears of joy, tears of understanding!  I realized what God had done for me by sending His Son, Jesus Christ to die for my sins.  I realized the supreme sacrifice, He made for me!  Suddenly, it was as plain as the nose on my face, there is nothing greater than God's LOVE!  He loves me even though, after all these years, I gave nothing back to Him!  He still loved me!  Now, I know I love the Lord, but I think I have always known it!  Hymns have meaning to me when they did not before.  "I was lost and now I'm found; Lead me, guide me, for if you lead me, I will not stray."  I cannot fully express my total experience.  It was a REVELATION!  It was beautiful and something I will never forget!  I felt the spirit with me, deep inside of me!  I felt love, a pure love and it made me whole! 

I wrote that on November 10, 1987.  That was the end of my "lost years."  Now I'm living in the "found years."  I've found Jesus and I'm never going to let Him go!  And even if I stray, I'll never be lost again because I know that my shepherd will always be there to lead me back home!  I thank God for loving me. I thank God for changing me. And I thank God for finding me and making me His. 




Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has passed away, behold, the new has come.

2 Corinthians 5:17  
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